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Vernon Sumwalt practices with the Sumwalt Law Firm in Charlotte, North 

Carolina, in the areas of workplace torts and workers’ compensation.  He serves the North 
Carolina State Bar on its Workers’ Compensation Specialization Committee (2010-
present) and is a board certified specialist in workers’ compensation law.  In addition to 
speaking at over 80 CLE courses, Mr. Sumwalt has written or contributed to numerous 
articles and books, including The Law of Workers’ Compensation in South Carolina (S.C. 
Bar, 2nd ed. 1998, 3rd ed. 2003, and 4th ed. 2005, 5th ed. 2008), and The Law of 
Automobile Insurance in South Carolina (S.C. Bar, 4th ed. 2000, 5th ed. 2002, 6th ed. 
2009), and The South Carolina Law of Damages (S.C. Bar, workers’ compensation 
chapter in 1st ed. 2004, 2nd ed. 2009).  His organizational memberships include the North 
Carolina Advocates for Justice (Board of Governors 2010-present, workers’ 
compensation section executive committee (2006-2010, Secretary 2010-2011, Vice Chair 
2011-2012), the small office practice section (Chair 2010-2012)) and the North Carolina 
Bar Association (workers’ compensation section (section council 2006-2009, Chair 2008-
2009, Vice-Chair 2007-2008, editor of The Course and Scope newsletter 2003-2004), and 
appellate rules committee (2010-present)).  Mr. Sumwalt is also a member of the Larson’s 
National Workers’ Compensation Advisory Board (LexisNexis®), has been included in 
The Best Lawyers in America® in the specialty of Workers’ Compensation Law since 
2009, and has been recognized by North Carolina Super Lawyers 
(www.superlawyers.com) in the field of workers’ compensation, first as a “Rising Star” 
in 2009 and then since 2010.   In 2011, Mr. Sumwalt received the James E. Cross 
Leadership Award from the N.C. State Bar Board of Legal Specialization.     
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