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Hank Patterson graduated from the University of North Carolina and its law school. He 
has practiced with Patterson Harkavy LLP in Chapel Hill and its predecessor since 1970. 
Patterson Harkavy is counsel to the North Carolina AFL-CIO. Prior to entering private 
practice, Mr. Patterson served as law clerk to the Honorable J. Braxton Craven, Jr., of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit and as an attorney with the National Labor 
Relations Board. Mr. Patterson’s practice for more than 35 years has included 
representing employees on workers’ compensation claims. He is certified by the N.C. 
State Bar as a workers’ compensation specialist. He is a former employee-union co-chair 
of the American Bar Association Labor and Employment Law Section Workers’ 
Compensation Committee, chair of the Workers’ Rights Section of the N.C. Academy of 
Trial Lawyers, and co-chair of the Workers’ Compensation Committee of the Litigation 
Section of the N.C. Bar Association. Mr. Patterson serves on the Advisory Council for 
the N.C. Industrial Commission. He is a Fellow of the national College of Workers’ 
Compensation Lawyers and member of the AFL-CIO Lawyers Coordinating Committee, 
the Workers’ Injury Law & Advocacy Group, and the National Academy of Social 
Insurance. 


