NORTH CAROLINA INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION

MINUTES

To promote prompt payment of death benefits, the Industrial Commission hereby
adopts the following policy to clarify that an employer, carrier or administrator may
voluntarily pay death benefits on the uncontested part of a claim prior to an award or
order of the Commission determining all of the issues in dispute:

In cases where compensability is not disputed, but a contested
claim exists over who is entitled to death benefits or the
amount of death benefits payable; an employer, carrier or
administrator may voluntarily pay the undisputed benefits to
eligible beneficiaries without a final award or order of the
Commission resolving all issues in the claim.

The parties making the undisputed payment shall provide
notification to the Industrial Commission in writing of the
amounts and dates of payment and shall receive a credit in the
full amount of its payments against any benefits which may
ultimately be awardeql by the Industrial Commission.
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